VERSAILLES

stronger masses of the French, might be destroyed at any
moment by some accident or other; a thought sufficient to
force every commander, unless he calculated exclusively
in optimistic conjectures, to the conviction that we should
have to put an end to our uncertain position as speedily as
possible by expediting our assault on Paris.

To put this assault into effect, however, we had no
ordejs, and were, as was the case before the lines of Flor-
idsdorf in July 1866, without heavy siege guns. The
transport of the latter had not kept pace with the progress
of our army; in order to effect it, our railway resources
fell short at the points where the lines were interrupted
or where they stopped altogether, as at Lagny.

The speedy conveyance of siege ordnance and of the
mass of heavy ammunition, without which the bombard-
ment could not begin, might, however, with the rolling
stock at hand have been effected more rapidly than was
the case. But as some of the officials informed me, about
1,500 trucks were laden with provisions for the Parisians,
in order to assist them at once, if they surrendered, and
these 1,500 trucks were therefore not available for the
transport of ammunition. The bacon stored in them was
afterwards refused by the Parisians; and after rny departure
from France, in consequence of the changes made at his
Majesty's instance by General von Stosch at Ferri&res in
our treaty concerning the maintenance of the German
troops, was assigned to them and consumed with great
reluctance, as it had been kept in stock too long.

As the bombardment could not begin before a sufficient
quantity of ammunition was at hand to enable the firing
to be proceeded with effectually and without intermission,
large numbers of horses were required in the absence of
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